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Putting Nature to Work: Marine contractors and permitting agents are targeted
with new online course and VIMS workshop

he Center for Coastal Resources Management at the Virginia

Institute of Marine Science recently completed an on-line
course with funding from the Chesapeake Bay Restoration Fund
that targets marine contractors. A workshop is also planned with
the theme of “Putting Nature to Work: How to Design and Build
Living Shoreline Projects.” These training programs were
developed to help marine contractors and others directly involved
with the planning and construction of shoreline stabilization
projects.

Many waterfront property owners are simply not aware of the
many alternatives for reducing shoreline erosion. The best method
for any particular shoreline depends on a variety and combination
of factors such as bank height, shoreline orientation, the expected Volunteers planting marsh grass at Longwood University’s
wave height during storms and the particular interests of the Hull Springs Farm living shorelines project in August 2008.

property owner. There is a growing interest in “living shoreline” type designs that
: : mimic nature to the advantage of both the property owner and the
ecosystem. Yet, the design, installation, costs and maintenance of
these projects may be too complex or labor intensive for property
owners to complete without professional help.

The objective of these training programs is to increase familiarity
with the engineering and biological components of this approach.
Current and future risks from erosion, tidal flooding, and wave
action must be recognized and the desired level of protection
established.

The potential for successfully growing vegetation in
various shoreline habitats requires basic knowledge of plant
identification, natural succession and other biological principles.
It is also necessary to use established tidal benchmarks, instead of
traditional land-based reference elevations.

With a better comprehension of standard construction practices and
cost factors, more of Virginia’s marine contractors and permitting
agents should be able to connect with clients that appreciate the
benefits of living shorelines and need to hire professional services
for their shoreline work.

Visit this web site to view the on-line course:
ccrm.vims.edu/education/ls_design_class
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